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In the wake of Hurricane Michael, so many departments contributed  in the first push, to ensure 
citizens safety.  The commentaries below underscore the way different departments showed 
amazing team work and selfless acts, that meant focusing on the needs of our citizens at times,over 
their own personal needs.  The efforts of our employees working together to attempt to return to 
some sense of normalcy have not gone unnoticed.   

ñSarah Burris did a great job assisting the PIOs, and Stephen Efird is still doing 

a great job overseeing the Volunteer Recruitment Center.ò   

Robin Shader -  Bay County Public Libraries  

ñParks and Recreation has 6 employees working at Solid Waste to help 
with the inundation of trash and debris. Also, Parks and Rec is assisting 
Code Enforcement with the removal of illegal dumping sites throughout the 

County.ò  

Derick Thomas - Bay County Parks and Rec  

ñThe Bay County Code Enforcement Division 
has worked outside of their normal role since 
Hurricane Michael.   They worked on damage 
assessment immediately after the 
storm.  Code enforcement officers helped 
staff the emergency shelter at Arnold High 
School.  They also worked to help staff the 
Animal Control Division in the General 
Services Department.   They assisted the 
Public Works Department to assess storm 
damaged private property to help FEMA with 
their initial inventory.  They went door to door 
on private roadways to acquire signatures 
from property owners for private roadway 
authorization/indemnification approval to 
clear storm debris.  They have helped staff 
the Builders Services Division to help the 
public answering phones and serving walk-in 
traffic.  One of our code officers is certified to 
perform roof inspections and has been 
helping fulfill that need for the BS 
Division.  They have also taken the lead in 
issuing permits with affected homeowners 
and FEMA to issue all temporary housing 
and temporary power poles in the 
unincorporated county.  The Bay County 
Code Enforcement Division has continually 
gone above and beyond to help serve the 

citizens of Bay County in any way possible.ò 

Ian Crelling, AICP Community Devt. 

ñEve, Brenda, Aurelie and Cheryl have all done an amazing job since 
Hurricane Michael dramatically increased the workload for the Risk 
Management Department. They have  worked tirelessly with insurance 
companies and county departments, picking up these additional 
responsibilities. I would say the Risk Team scores and ñAò for helping to 
identify and achieve the goals of the county during the recovery efforts.ò 

Joey (Coach) Farrill - Risk Management Assistant Director  
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¶ Engineering staff assisting Traffic Engineering with signs.  On going.   

¶ Engineering staff did internal mail run after the storm. 

¶ Engineering along with Roads and Bridges staff, working together to clear roads and drainage 
systems.  Drainage systems are still ongoing.   

¶ Engineering staff working with parks and rec  sharing other sources of funding information and 
contacts for the restoration of our parks.  On going 

¶ Engineering staff working with all other municipalities, FDEP, DOT, NRCS, to clean out storwmater 
systems in our community.  On going 

¶ Engineering being provided office space for staff by other departments after engineering space being 
damaged.   On going  

¶ Engineering providing plotter ink and paper during EOC operation.   

¶ Engineering staff working with World Central Kitchen to provide food for all public works employees 
after the hurricane.   

Josee Cyr - Engineering Division 

ñRon Farris, with Builders Services, showed outstanding 
teamwork during the days immediately following Hurricane 
Michael, doing multiple ñWelfare Checksò including that of 
a relative of a friend who was a Fire Chief in the Central 
Florida area. This was not an easy task as Ron had to 
work his way through road blockages and debris to a 
remote area to locate the individual.ò 

Joey (Coach) Farrill - Risk Management Assistant Director 

ñEvery single Department/
Division has helped our Solid 
Waste Division with debris 
management in some 
way.  Everyone is helping with 
the calls (thousands), 
information to citizens, loaning 
equipment, GIS mapping, public 
information, emergency service 
updates, public works calls, 
personnel staffing, purchase 
orders, legal documentation, 
financial reimbursement, and-on
-and-on-andïon.  We could not 
do it without everyoneôs help 
and it has not gone unnoticed.ò   

Don Murray - Director General 
Services 
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Bay Co. Firefighter Medic Tends to Sick in Honduras 


